Tatiana Huezo:
The Award-Winning
Mexican Filmmaker

Tatiana Huezo is an Internationally Acclaimed Filmmaker
Source: Quien and Festival de Cannes



Tatiana Huezo Sanchez is a director and cinematographer with several international
accolades under her belt. Huezo was born in El Salvador and grew up in Mexico,
where she has resided since the age of four. She graduated from the Centro de
Capacitacién Cinematografica, a cutting-edge film school based in Mexico City. She
completed her master’s degree in creative documentary from Barcelona’s Pompeu
Fabra University.

Huezo has Won Many International Awards for her Films
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Huezo began her directing career with the short film Arido (1992). This 6-minute film
uses a dream-like approach to depict drought while still being seeped in realism. It
was set in an arid landscape and included visuals like children playing in a bathtub
and a girl carrying a goldfish in a glass of water. Huezo's next short film was Caustic
Time (1997), a 10-minute short about a state of chaos caused by time falling out of
order due to a corrosive reality.




Arido was Huezo's First Short Film
Source: Letterboxd and Visions du Réel

Her next work was The Core of the Earth (2001), which she wrote and directed. This
30-minute short follows the story of three people who journey towards the center of
the earth, a journey that leads them to their own cores. Huezo continued her
directorial journey with Familia (2004), a 37-minute film about an unusual family
living on a farm, and | Dream (2005), a 2-minute dialogue-less short about the sky and
the sea sharing the horizon and an urban landscape. She also directed the 27-minute
short Absences (2015), which depicts the story of a woman who struggles to raise
her young daughter after her husband and son disappear one day. Absences won the
Ariel Award for Best Short Documentary in 2016.




Huezo's List of Award-Winning Films Includes The Tiniest Place and Absences
Source: IMDb and Women Make Movies

Huezo's international breakthrough came with her first feature-length film, The
Tiniest Place (2011). Set after the Salvadoran Civil War, the documentary pieces
together testimonies to portray how the residents of the remote village of Cinquera
worked together to rebuild and reinvent their hometown after it was decimated in the
war. The Tiniest Place won Best Documentary at the Ariel Awards, Visions du Réel,
Cosquin International Independent Film Festival, and San Diego Latino Film Festival.
It has been lauded for how it “brilliantly transports past Salvadoran tragedies into the
present” (Kohn, 2011). It has been praised as “a beautifully rendered memory piece
that insists on the necessity of memory” (The Hollywood Reporter, 2011).
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Tempest Depicted the Resilience of Two Women in the Face of Injustice and Corruption
Source: IMDb and WordPress

Huezo also directed the 2016 documentary Tempest. This film explores the struggles
of two women who resolve to keep going, resisting the rampant obstacles of
injustice and corruption on their path. The film is “driven by a powerful voiceover in
which a female inmate describes what women go through inside Mexican
penitentiaries” (Sandoval & Granada, 2021). Tempest won several prizes at the Ariel
Awards, including Best Feature-Length Documentary, Best Direction, and Best
Cinematography. It won Best Documentary at Premios Fénix and the Sofia, Morelia,
Sheffield, Lima Latin, and Tirana International Film Festivals. It also won the Golden
Frog at Camerimage and a special mention at the Havana Film Festival. It was

selected as Mexico’s entry for the Academy Awards and received an Emmy

nomination as well.




Prayers for the Stolen was Huezo's Fiction Debut
Source: IMDb and The M Report

Huezo made her fiction debut in 2021 with Prayers for the Stolen. Based on Jennifer
Clement'’s novel of the same name, the film portrays the story of three girls who grow
up in rural Mexico. It has been praised as “an extraordinary, haunting first fiction
feature” (Ide, 2022) and “a delicate portrait of a childhood friendship: ephemeral but
profoundly intense and hopeful, contrasted by the sordid cruelty of the reality that
surrounds them” (Granada, 2021).




Stills from Prayers for the Stolen
Source: Variety and Netflix Queue

Prayers for the Stolen premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in 2021, where it won a
special mention in the Un Certain Regard section. It was selected as Mexico's entry
for the Academy Awards. It also won Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay, and
Best Cinematography at the Ariel Awards, among several other prestigious
international awards.




The Echo is Huezo's Latest Work
Source: IMDb and The Guardian

Huezo's latest work is The Echo (2023), a feature-length docufiction film about
children living in an isolated village in the Mexican highlands. Co-produced by
Germany, the film premiered at the Berlin International Film Festival, where it won the
Berlinale Documentary Film Award and Huezo received the Best Director Award.
Huezo has been lauded for her “distinctive, unique, intuitive, and immersive
filmmaking” in The Echo (Bradshaw, 2024). The Echo won Best Documentary at the
Ariel Awards, Camerimage, and the Morelia, Chicago, Jerusalem, and Palm Springs
International Film Festivals. It was also selected as Mexico’s entry for the Academy

Awards.




Images of Huezo on Set
Source: Visions du Réel and Casa de América

With a filmography shining with several such impactful and award-winning works,
Huezo has steadily established herself as one of the leading filmmakers of Mexico’s
new cinema. She is a prominent figure among the crop of rising female directors who
are making waves in the Mexican cinema scene, especially in the genre of
documentary. She has also “consolidated her status as one of the key directors in the
international documentary community” (Sandoval & Granada, 2021).
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Huezo’s Films Frequently Explore the Struggles of Womanhood
Source: Casa de América




Huezo's films paint a poetic picture of the resilience of Mexican citizens (Turner,
2016). They find their “power in the tension and threat of the unseen, and often
unspoken, trauma that hangs over these communities, offering new perspectives and
new voices on a decades-old problem” (Quinlan, 2022). Huezo's prowess has drawn
appreciation from her fellow filmmakers as well; Oscar-winning filmmaker Guillermo
del Toro even referred to her as the “Future of Hollywood” and praised her “high-level
cinematics” (Davis, 2021). Tatiana Huezo is thus a beacon of hope for Mexican
cinema and a major inspiration to aspiring filmmakers everywhere.

Tatiana Huezo's Films Often Juxtapose the Minuteness of Humanity against Nature
Source: Visions du Réel and Euronews
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