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Jujutsu Kaisen 0 (2021) is an animated dark fantasy film based on Jujutsu Kaisen 0, a
one-shot manga by Gege Akutami. Directed by Sunghoo Park, the film acts as a
prequel to the popular anime series Jujutsu Kaisen, focusing on Yuta Okkotsu, a
young student who becomes a sorcerer to deal with the curse of his childhood friend,
Rika Orimoto. The story takes place at Jujutsu High, where Yuta trains alongside
other aspiring sorcerers to control and exorcise curses.

The film received widespread praise, especially for its impressive animation, dynamic
fight scenes, and evocative soundtrack. It became a massive box office success,
grossing $196.2 million globally. Critics particularly admired the visual representation
of Rika’s curse and the overall dark aesthetic, which fit well with the themes of grief
and loss. However, some reviews noted that while Yuta’s character arc was well-
executed, other characters seemed underdeveloped due to the film's 105-minute
runtime. This left some viewers, especially those unfamiliar with the anime series,
confused by its storytelling.
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Fans, especially those already invested in the Jujutsu Kaisen universe, were
enthusiastic about the film. It expanded on the lore, offering a deeper understanding
of characters like Satoru Gojo and Suguru Geto, who are integral to the broader
series. International audiences, including in India, also responded positively, marking
the film as an important milestone for anime culture.
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When compared to the Jujutsu Kaisen TV series, the film is a more self-contained
narrative, focusing primarily on Yuta’s personal journey, whereas the series follows
multiple protagonists, including Yuji Itadori. Jujutsu Kaisen 0 also delves more deeply
into Yuta’s emotional struggles and offers more concentrated character development
due to its shorter runtime. The animation quality is far more cinematic, with grander
action sequences that differ from the TV series' more episodic style. 
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At its core, Jujutsu Kaisen 0 explores universal themes of grief, loss, and personal
growth. The film’s focus on Yuta’s relationship with Rika, a cursed spirit, adds
emotional depth. For viewers familiar with the Jujutsu Kaisen franchise, it enriches
the storyline before diving into Yuji’s adventures. However, newcomers can still enjoy
the film as it introduces the world and characters in an accessible way.

Suguru Geto, one of the film’s antagonists, is particularly compelling. His tragic
backstory and transformation from a hero to a villain, driven by trauma and
disillusionment, make him a complex character. His belief that only sorcerers should
survive is rooted in a distorted sense of protection, making his motivations morally
ambiguous and relatable. 
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Gojo Satoru, another pivotal character, elevates the film with his magnetic charisma,
overwhelming power, and insightful mentorship of Yuta. His philosophical debates
with Geto provide a deeper exploration of morality, while his impressive abilities and
striking design make him a standout character. 
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In summary, Jujutsu Kaisen 0 is a captivating film that blends emotional storytelling
with stunning animation, making it an essential experience for both fans and
newcomers.
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