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Manila in the Claws of Light (1975) is a Filipino neo-noir film directed by influential
filmmaker Lino Brocka. The film is based on Edgardo M. Reyes’ story In the Claws of
Brightness, which was published in serial format in the Liwayway magazine in 1966
and later published as a novel. The film depicts the story of Julio Madiaga, a young
fisherman who travels to Manila in 1970 in search of Ligaya, his girlfriend who was
brought to the city to pursue her education. While trying to locate her, he has to
navigate the difficult employment scenario in the city.

Lino Brocka is a Pioneering Filipino Filmmaker
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Lino Brocka is known for his urban protest cinema, his “artistic tradition of political
resistance,” and his “articulate, yet unrestrained and brutally honest narrative voice”
(Gaw, 2022). His works often shed light on social issues in the country, particularly
on poverty, class inequities, systemic power structures and imbalances, corruption,
and capitalism. His films reflect his “deep commitment to the underrepresented and
the disenfranchised, criticizing the social structures that perpetuate inequality”
(Buiser, 2024). His most well-known and landmark films are Weighed But Found
Wanting (1974), This is My Country (1984), Insiang (1976), Fight for Us (1989), and
Manila in the Claws of Light (1975).



Manila in the Claws of Light is one of Brocka’s Most Prominent Urban Protest Cinema Works
Source: The Criterion Collection, Tumblr, and Cineccentric



Manila in the Claws of Light is often considered “as much of a sociopolitical study of
its time as it is of its lead” (Zheng, 2020). In this film, Manila is a space “suspended
between social exposé and parable, juxtaposing naturalistic depictions of proletarian
life with moments of dreamy lyricism” (Capino, 2018). Brocka doesn’t seek to
glamorize the city of dreams; rather, his depiction is honest and authentic with a
“raw, unfiltered, and grimy realism” (Zheng, 2020). However, the film is not without its
share of “poised stylization” in jarring contrast; the cinematography also includes
“panoramic shots and deep-space compositions emphasizing the breadth,
congestion, and horrid majesty of sprawling shantytowns” (Capino, 2018).

Manila as a City is Depicted with a Raw, Gritty, and Unfiltered Realism in the Film
Source: IMDb

The film has had a pronounced impact on both Filipino and world cinema. It won
Best Picture, Best Director, Best Cinematography, and Best Screenplay at the FAMAS
Awards in 1976. It was named in the list of best films of the decade at the Gawad
Urian Awards. It has been screened at the Berlin, Toronto, Locarno, Rotterdam,
Vienna, BFI London, New York, San Francisco, Guadalajara, Doclisboa, and Udine Far
East Film Festivals over the years. It has also inspired a stage adaptation that
premiered in 2017.



The Film was Restored in 4K in 2013
Source: Beyazperde

Manila in the Claws of Light was restored in 4K resolution in 2013 by the Film
Development Council of the Philippines in collaboration with the World Cinema
Foundation. This new version was screened at Cannes in 2013 as a part of the
Cannes Classics section and released in the Philippines in the same year. The
restored version won Best Archive Restoration Title at the FOCAL International
Awards in 2014. The film has also been listed in Steven Jay Schneider’s 1001 Movies
You Must See Before You Die compilation, being the only Filipino film to earn this
distinction. The film thus remains an important study on social realism in the
Philippines.



References: 
Berrett, Trevor. “Lino Brocka: Manila in the Claws of Light.” The Mookse and the
Gripes, 20 June 2018, https://mookseandgripes.com/reviews/2018/06/20/lino-
brocka-manila-in-the-claws-of-light. 

Biyo, David Jeremiah. “Manila: In the Claws of Light (1975): A Look Into the Tragedy
of History.” Medium, 30 Sept. 2019,
https://medium.com/@davidjeremiahbiyo/manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975-a-look-
into-the-tragedy-of-history-aad72ccbc746. 

Buiser, Andrea. “Neorealism Under Martial Law in Lino Brocka’s Manila in the Claws
of Light.” Perisphere – The official blog of the Trylon Cinema, 13 Oct. 2024,
www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-
manila-in-the-claws-of-light. 

Capino, José B. “Manila in the Claws of Light: A Proletarian Inferno.” Criterion, 12
June 2018, www.criterion.com/current/posts/5741-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-a-
proletarian-inferno?
srsltid=AfmBOorST6gKHg5VDFjlOmUIE3qx7hbtQ1wOudQC_2nNcUWU6O4cRZ5y. 

Gaw, Mick. “Off The Radar: ‘Manila in the Claws of Light’ Dissects a City Under the
Pressure of Tyranny.” Washington Square News, 2 Dec. 2022,
https://nyunews.com/arts/film/2022/12/2/off-the-radar-manila-in-the-claws-of-light.

“Manila in the Claws of Light.” Criterion, www.criterion.com/films/29221-manila-in-
the-claws-of-light?
srsltid=AfmBOooMOlocGG8xf9x0QwFH8g4Cq5oPGIKgkYJYBzq1Mej3ICjHfgbp.

Tchepikova-Treon, Olga. “Neorealism Under Martial Law in Lino Brocka’s Manila in
the Claws of Light.” Perisphere – The official blog of the Trylon Cinema, 13 Oct. 2024,
www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-
manila-in-the-claws-of-light. 

https://mookseandgripes.com/reviews/2018/06/20/lino-brocka-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
https://mookseandgripes.com/reviews/2018/06/20/lino-brocka-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
https://medium.com/@davidjeremiahbiyo/manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975-a-look-into-the-tragedy-of-history-aad72ccbc746
https://medium.com/@davidjeremiahbiyo/manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975-a-look-into-the-tragedy-of-history-aad72ccbc746
http://www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
http://www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
http://www.criterion.com/current/posts/5741-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-a-proletarian-inferno?srsltid=AfmBOorST6gKHg5VDFjlOmUIE3qx7hbtQ1wOudQC_2nNcUWU6O4cRZ5y
http://www.criterion.com/current/posts/5741-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-a-proletarian-inferno?srsltid=AfmBOorST6gKHg5VDFjlOmUIE3qx7hbtQ1wOudQC_2nNcUWU6O4cRZ5y
http://www.criterion.com/current/posts/5741-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-a-proletarian-inferno?srsltid=AfmBOorST6gKHg5VDFjlOmUIE3qx7hbtQ1wOudQC_2nNcUWU6O4cRZ5y
https://nyunews.com/arts/film/2022/12/2/off-the-radar-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
http://www.criterion.com/films/29221-manila-in-the-claws-of-light?srsltid=AfmBOooMOlocGG8xf9x0QwFH8g4Cq5oPGIKgkYJYBzq1Mej3ICjHfgbp
http://www.criterion.com/films/29221-manila-in-the-claws-of-light?srsltid=AfmBOooMOlocGG8xf9x0QwFH8g4Cq5oPGIKgkYJYBzq1Mej3ICjHfgbp
http://www.criterion.com/films/29221-manila-in-the-claws-of-light?srsltid=AfmBOooMOlocGG8xf9x0QwFH8g4Cq5oPGIKgkYJYBzq1Mej3ICjHfgbp
http://www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
http://www.perisphere.org/2024/10/13/neorealism-under-martial-law-in-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light


Yu, Ezekiel. “Classic? Re-evaluating Lino Brocka’s “Manila in the Claws of Light”
(1975).” Automachination, 7 May 2021, www.automachination.com/classic-lino-
brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975.

Zheng, Timan. “Poverty as Exploitation: Manila in the Claws of Light.” Cineccentric, 3
July 2020, https://cineccentric.com/2020/07/03/poverty-as-exploitation-manila-in-
the-claws-of-light. 

Image Citations:

https://images.app.goo.gl/kvVf5dEAroWPP57H6

https://images.app.goo.gl/4UEuBjRU977tdC9m8

https://images.app.goo.gl/24ST8L2s1tGpwmZA7

https://images.app.goo.gl/gG1TVZm7Ks53EBX39

https://images.app.goo.gl/PNhuYQR8XRKQ9nQW7

https://images.app.goo.gl/AXYniQgtC9QutiYN7

https://images.app.goo.gl/j26ZqmZpcYMBf1S4A

https://images.app.goo.gl/xsxgEY11JL2YVv6m7

https://images.app.goo.gl/3nCAQKvUuDsxqZc68

http://www.automachination.com/classic-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975
http://www.automachination.com/classic-lino-brockas-manila-in-the-claws-of-light-1975
https://cineccentric.com/2020/07/03/poverty-as-exploitation-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
https://cineccentric.com/2020/07/03/poverty-as-exploitation-manila-in-the-claws-of-light
https://images.app.goo.gl/kvVf5dEAroWPP57H6
https://images.app.goo.gl/4UEuBjRU977tdC9m8
https://images.app.goo.gl/24ST8L2s1tGpwmZA7
https://images.app.goo.gl/gG1TVZm7Ks53EBX39
https://images.app.goo.gl/PNhuYQR8XRKQ9nQW7
https://images.app.goo.gl/AXYniQgtC9QutiYN7
https://images.app.goo.gl/j26ZqmZpcYMBf1S4A
https://images.app.goo.gl/xsxgEY11JL2YVv6m7
https://images.app.goo.gl/3nCAQKvUuDsxqZc68

